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E Party muſt firſt of all 
| be propos'd to the Lodge, 
by a Member thereof, as 
a Perſon worthy Admit- 


— 


tance into the Society. | 

_ Anſwer being made, That he be 
admitted to preſent himſelf; 
A 2 The 


4 Masonky farther 


The Recipiendary, or Candidate, is 
then conducted by the Propoſer (a) 
(who becomes, as we may ſay, his 
P ar at 2 Or God-Father , into a Room 
without Light, in the ſame Houſe 
where the Lodge is, and is there ask- 
ed, Whether he has a Call to be re- 
ceio'd? (6) 

If he anſwers Yes ; they then inter- 
rogate him concerning his Name, his 
Sur-name, his Quality, &c. 

Then they take away whatever he 
has of Metal about him, as Buckles, 
Buttons, Rings, Boxes, Sc. (c) 

This done, they bare his right Knee; 
make him put his left Shoe down at 

Heel, 


(a) Accompanied by ſome Brethren Aſſiſtants, 

as evidently appears by the Sequel. 

(2) 4. e. Whether he be deſirous to become a 

\ Maſon. | 
(c) This, I have been told, they phraſe, De- 

 priving him of Metal. They take even his Mo- 

ney 3 but all is punctually reſtor'd. 4 
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Heel, and wear it ſlip-ſhod; blind- 
fold his Eyes; (4) and in this Plight 
keep him to contemplate on the Mat- 
ter, for abou: a Quarter of an Hour. 
The God-Father, on leaving his 
God-Son in that State of Obſcurity 
and Darkneſs goes and Knocks thrice 
at the Lodge - Room Door, where 


(e) the venerable Grand - Maſter, 
3 with 


(a) Wich a clean Napkin, or Handkerchief, az 
we may preſume. They hold, like other Secta- 
Ties, all who are not Fre -ſons, to be actually in 
a State of Darkneſs : However, I could never 
learn, that they ute this Ceremony of Blindfolding 
in any of the numerous Englyb Lodges. | 

{e) Poſſibly, there is but one Lodge of Free- 

Ma ſons at Paris, and ſo that venerable Chief of 
this ancient Order officiates in Perſon. Here in En- 
gland each Lodge has its reſpective Maſter and 
Wardens. The Engliſp Right Wor:tiptull Grand- 
Mafjer is ſcarce ever at the Trouble of Makings 
except when the Brother be Made, is a Perſon of 
very eminent Degree, as Brother Lok RAIN, now 
Grand-Duke of Tufcany, or ſuch-like Grandes. 
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6 Masconky farther 
with his Officers, and the Body of 
Members, are afſembled. 

Hereupon the Grand-Maſter, from 
within, anſwers alſo with three Knocks 


(HY, and orders the Door to be open'd. 
The God-Father entering, ſays ; 
He comes to preſent a Gentleman, whoſe 


Name is ** , and who deſires to be 
receio'd, as a Brother. 


More, Both without and within the 
Chamber of Reception, there are di- 


vers Brothers, (g) with drawn Swords 
| in 


- 


By ftriking, with a neat little Mallet, pret- 
ty hard upon the Table. Every Mafter of a Lodge 
has one to uſe on all Occafions, as calling, To Or- 
der, Silence, Charge, Drink, or the like, all 
which he does by three great Knocks, as Pauſes 
between the two latter Ones. | 

Note. Almoſt every Thing in Fee-Maſonry goes 
by the myſterious Number Three. 

ln the Engl Lodges generally they have 
only one Brother, who is a poor One, and guards 
the Door within-fide: He has a ſwinging Broad- 
| | Sword, 
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in their Hands, ſtanding Guard to 
keep off the Prophane. (bh) 
The Grand-Maſter, who wears 
round his Neck a blue Ribbon cut in 
Triangles, (i) ſays, Ash him, if he has 
a Call? (See the Note above.) 
| Upon 


Sword, naked in his Hand, and has, as I have 
been told, a Crown for his Evening's Trouble, be- 
fides Wine to drink, and a Pint Bottle home with 
him, if only a Lodge-Night ; but at a Making, 
he partakes of the Feaft, and, together with the 
uſual Emoluments, has, in common with the other 
Brethren, and Viſiting-Brothers, a new White 
Leather-Apron, and two Pair of Gloves. 

Ch) Thus do Free-Maſons in France, it ſeems, 
ſtile all ſuch as are not of their Fraternity. And 
why ſhould we wonder at that? Do not thoſe of 
every Sect or Perſuafion, do the like, and even 
beſtow far more opprobious Epithets? 

i Here our Author quite puzzles me, ſince 
I cannot deviſe what he can mean by this Ribbon 
cut into Triangles. Are theſe French Free-Maſon:, 
Diſſenters or Hereticks? With us, both Grand-Ma- 
ſters and Grand-Wardens, nay all Maſters and 
Wardens, wear fine broad Ribbons, whereon 
are pendent upon their Breaſts what they, particu- 


larly, 


8 MasoRRT farther 
Upon this the God-Father, in Obe- 


dience to his Command, goes out to 


ask the faid Queſtion. 
The Recipiendary having anſterd 


affirmatively, and his Reply being re- 
ported; 


The Grand- Maſter then ſays, Let 
the Candidate make his Entrance. 


He is hereupon introduc'd. Being 
come in, he is led about the Room, 


round a Space mark'd out upon the 
Floor with Chalk, within which is 


drawn a Sort of Repreſentation, on 


two Columns, of the Ruins of Solo- 
mon's Temple. 

On the two Sides of this mark'd 
Space, are alſo ** out with Chalk 


- A 


larly ſtile their Jewels. Theſe I have ſeen often 
enough. A Mafter's Jewel is the Sguare; a Se- 
nior Warden's, the Level ; and a Junior War- 
den's the Plumb-Rule: So I know not what to 
mak? of this trianglified Ribbon, 
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DISSEC TED. 9 
a large J, and as large a B. The Ex- 
planation whereof is not given till af- 
ter the Ceremony of Reception, or 
Making the Brother, is over. | 
And within the ſaid Space ſtand 
three lighted Tapers, placed in a Tri- 
angle, whereon, at the Novice's Arri- 
val, they ſprinkle Gun-powder, or 
pounded Rofin, in order to frighten 
him by the Effort which their ſo doing 
produces. (4) 


B The 


J, The French being a People of peculiar Vi- 
Vacity, as is well known, they have doubtleſs 
made great Improvemenis in aſonry, certainly 
with a laudable View of out- doing our Flegma- 
tick Iſlanders; elſe why theſe Fire- Works, to 
ſhock and terriiy the poor Novice? I could never 
learn, that either our Eg liſb, or even the Scotifp 
Masoxns, who, it ſeems, are Schiſmaticks in this, 
as well other Points, having ever had an 
Thing like this. Indeed, I have been aſſur'd, 
that the Reverend Mr. N-—-2, 4 Gentleman of 
a moſt happy Invention, once propos'd to a great 
Allembly of Brethien, the introducing ſuch 

| Things 


* * * 8 
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The Novice, or Recipiendary, ha- 
ving made three Turns round the 
Lodge, he is brought to the Weſt 
End of that marked Space, as de- 
ſcribed above, juſt oppoſite to the 
Grand-Maſter, who is ſtanding be- 
hind a two-armed Chair. whereon is a 
Book containing the Goſpel according 
to St, John. 

Then 


Things into Makings ; but that, on his Motion's 
being over-ruled, he took it into his Head to em- 
po his Crackers elſewhere, which is a Piece of 

ecret Hiſtory 2 known to few but myſelf. 
And here I muſt take Leave to inſert a merry Paſ- 
ſage, which I know to be Fact. The late Mr. 
Pinkethman, of facetious Memory, having been 
prevail'd on to become a Brother of the Society, 
was, in Order to his Initiation, conducted o a 
certain Tavern, where was held the Lodge where- 
of he was to enter himſelf a Member. Being lett 
in the Kitchen over his half Pint, till his intended 


- God-Father, with others, came to fetch him, a 


roguiſh Drawer thruſt the Salamander into the 
Fire ; which being in the Cook's Way, ſhe an- 


grily 


DISSEC TTD 


Then ſays the Grand- Maſter to the 


Novice, Have you a Call? 
I B 2 The 


grily asks him, why he left it there? Why, an- 
ſwel'd he, Don't vou know that we have a Making 
of Free-Malons to Night © Hah! cried poor Pin- 
ky, ſtartinz: up, and flaring, as if bewitch'd, Vat 
do vou ſay *® Making, and Salamander? Here you 
Sir, tate my Reckoning, At that Inſtant the Bre- 
XZ thren came down for him; but away ran Pinky 
and they after him; but no Perſuafions could 
Z brin him back, and ſo the Fraternity irrecovera- 
bly loſt a worthy Brother, who would infallibly 


have iven them infinite Diverſion. As to the 


OS 


# Reſt, the only Method I could ever find yet taken 
by our Eng/i/b Maſons to ſurprize, or teriity their 
new Brethren, or Novices, is this: viz. immedi- 
ately on the Novice's firſt Entrance (for they en- 
ter one by one, how many ſoever are made at 
once) the whole Boily of rhe Brotherhood then 
preſent, more or leſs, being rang'd round the 
Lodge, chalked out, as above, in an oblong-Square, 
in due Order, that is, the Mafer in the Eajt, the 
two Hardens in the Ne, the Fellow-Craft in the 


Soutb, and the Enter'd-Prentices in the North, all 


ready cloathed, i. e. with their white Gloves and 


Aprons on, they all at once with one Motion, clap 


their Right-hands hard on their Left-breafts, and 
3 then 


12 MasoXxkRY farther 


The Novice having replied, Yes, 
Grand Maſter; that Chief of Free 
Maſons ſays; Let him be ſpewed the 
Light; he has been depriv'd of it long 
enough. (I) 

Immediately thereupon his Eyes are 
unblinded, and he beholds the Bre- 


thren all ſtanding in a Circle, with 


drawn Swords in their Hands. (7) 
Then he is made to advance at three 
Strides, or Pauſes, quite up to a little 
low Stool at the Foot of the great 
Chair 

then as hard or harder down on their Right-Skirts, 
againſt their Aprons, which ſudden Noiſe (added 
to the odd Accounts given relating to this myſteri- 
- ous Society, particularly by Women) fails not to 
ſtartle che New-Comers : And undoubtedly it 
wou'd operate more powertuliy were they blind- 
folded, which Ceremony, as 1 hinted, is not here 
pradtiled. i 
see the Note wherein Mention is made of 
the Darkneſs they judge all Men to be in till they 8 
are made; 1. e. become 41aſons. 1 
n, This Article of Drawn-Swords I allo 
take to be another Innovation, a Ja Francoiſe, 5 
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Chair behind which the Grand-Maſter 
is ſtanding. 

Then the Brother Orator ſays to the 

Novice; Tu are going to be initiated 
into a moſt reſpeflable Order, which Is 
more ſerious, perhaps, than you 1119- 
gine. It has not in it any 7 hing con- 
trary to Law, to Religion, to ou, Ho- 
vereign, or to Morality. Our Yenera- 
ble Grand Maſter will acquaint you 
with all I omit. 
After this, he is made to kneel with 
his right Knee bared upon the little 
Stool, holding up his left Foot off the 
Floor; while the Grand Maſter ſays 
to him. 4 

Tou do promiſe never to write, in- 
grave or reveal the Secrets of Free 
Maſons and Free-Maſonry, but only to 
a Brother in a Lodge, and in Preſence 
of the Venerable Grand Maſter. 

They then ſtrip open his Breaſt, to 


ſee 


14 Masonky farther 


ſee whether he is not of the wron 
Sex, and apply to his left Pap the Point 
of a Compaſs, open'd in a direct 


Square, (which he himſelf muſt hold 


there) and laying his right Hand on 
the Goſpel, he pronounces theſe dicta 
ted Words; dix. 
I promiſe this, under no leſs Penal- 
ty, than having my Tongue pluck'd out, 
my Heart torn from my Breaſt, my 


Body burned and reduced to Aſbes, to be 


caſt into the Wind, that I may never 
More be [poken of amon 14 Men: So 


help me God. (2) 
They 


{n) We have had this Oath, or Solemn-Ob1t- 
gation of a 47aſon, as they rather term it, print- 
ed more largely in ſome New's-Papers, and like- 
wiſe in a Pamphlet; wherem the Author, a Won- 
dam-Maſon, has (as ſome of that Fraternity have 
afftirm'd) maliciouſly publiſh'd only juſt what 
might make the Brotherhood ridiculous, and ſe- 


creted ſuch Particulars as are truly grand, noble, 
generous 


© I EzES a a. aC 
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They then oblige him to kiſs the 
Book, and the Grand Maſter making 
him approach and ſtand by him; they 
3 clothe him, . e. put on his Free- Ma- 
7 /ons Apron (made of a white Skin) 
give him a Pair of Man's Gloves for 
2 himſelf, with another Pair for a Wo- 
man, to preſent the Perſon of that 
Sex for whom he has moſt Eſteem. 
Next they explain to him the Mean- 
ing of thoſe Letters J and B. which 
are within the Chalked Space, and 
which are the Symbol of their Signs 
whereby to know each other: vix. 
The ] ſignifies Fathin, and the B 
ſignifies Boazes, (i. e. Fachin and 
$ Boaz. See 1 Kings viii. 21. 
Morte, Theſe two Words are En- 


"8 
4's 


' 9 
1 
1 


. ay | gl 2 3 

, 4 | 

J MF generous and beneficent : which ( fay they) is a 
very Un-maſonly Procedure, and not at all acting 
upon the Square, 


16 MAsONRT farther 


gliſh; (o) and they thus repreſent 
them in their $igns among them- 
ſelves; viz. They put their right 
Hand, open and extended, to the left 
Side of their Chin, and withdrawing 


they ſtrike with it on the right Skirt 
of their Coat ; which done they take 
each other by the ſame right Hand, 
mutually applying their Thumbs to 
their firſt Joint or Knuckle, of the O- 
ther's Fore- finger, pronouncing the 
Word Fachin, and then both ſtrike 


Hand. After they again join their 
Hands, placing their Thumbs on the 
5 Knuckle 


| 
| 
| | ted him bette1 


it in a direct Line towards the Right, 


themſelves on the Breaſt with the ſame 


coc 


{o) Here this Diſcoverer is egregiouſly out; 
miſtaking Hebrew Words for Engli/b : But indeed 
one need not wonder at finding ſuch Ignorance of 
| Scriprure among Papifts, more eſpecially thoſe of 
1 the Lairy, Might he have perus d the Bible, the 
| firft Book of Kings (as above) would have inftruc- F 
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Knuckle of each other's Middle Fin- 
ger, pronouncing the Word Boaz. 
This Ceremony over, and its 
Meaning explain'd, the Recipiendary 
is ſtiled Brother, and they all fit down 
at the Table, where, with the venera- 
ble Grand - Maſter's Permiſſion, the 
new Brother's Health is propoſed, each 
having before him a full Bottle. 
When they are thus making ready 
to Booze, the Word is; Let us have 


ſome Powder. Thereupon they all riſe 


up. The Grand Maſter cries, Charge; 
and they all pour their Powder, 7. e. 

Wine, into the Glaſſes. Handle your 
Arms, cries the Grand Maſter, and 
the new Brother's Health is toaſted, in 


doing which the Glaſſes are lifted to 
their Mouths at three Pauſes. 

Then before ſetting down their 
empty Glaſſes on the Table, they put 
them to their left Breaſt, next to their 


Ci right 


18 Moagonsy farther 
right Breaſt, and then with the Arm ex- 


tended ſtrait forwards, with three Mo- 


tions in all, which done, with three other 


Motions, or Pauſes, they ſet them 


perpendicularly down on the Table; 
and then clapping loudly with their 
Hands thrice, they th ice call out 
Vivat. 
On the Table ſtand three large Wax 
Tapers in high Candleſticks, placed 
Triangular-wiſe. (5) 
If accidentally they perceive, or 
fancy they perceive any ſuſpected 
Perſon introduced, or got in among 
them, it is ſignified to the others by 


ſaying, 


FTheſe three Tapers ( in grand and elegant 
gilded Candleſticks, made like Columns of ſome one 
of the five Orders of Architecture) they term their 
Three Great Lights; and if ask d what theſe do 
repreſent, their Anſwer is, The Sux, the Moon, 
and the MasTeEr-Mason, They. do, or ſhould 
Rand due Eaf, due Hef, and due South. 
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ſaying, It rains; (4) thereby giving 


Notice, that every one muſt be on 
his Guard, and talk no more like 
Maſons. 

As it may poſlibly happen, that 
ſome of the Profane may have learn- 
ed the Signs which denote Fachin 
and Boaz, in order to prevent all Sur- 
prize, in joyning Hands, as above, 
one ſays to the other (in Caſe he ſuſ- 
pes him not to be really a Brother) 

to which the other replies A. Then 
ſays the firſt C and is anſwer'd H. 
ſays the firſt again; N cries the lat- 


ter: Which Letters joined form the 


Word Fachin. (r) 
C2 The 


C4) On ſuch Occafions, they have alſo other 
Expreſſions; as we often hear them ſay, in mixed 
Companies, where any Thing relating to Maſonry 
is ſtarted, It drops, The Houſe is untiled, 8c. 

Cr) As this Article requires ſome further Ex- 

plication, 


20 MASONRY farther 


The ſame Method is obſerv'd with 
Reſpect to the Word Boaz, by pro- 
nouncing alternately and ſucceſſively 
the Letters whereot it is compoſed, 


And 


plication, I ſhall endeavour to make it plainer and 
more familiar to the Reader. So (to uſe the Stile 
of our French Maſons) fince the Brotherhood's 
Signs, Cc. are got out among ſome of the Pro- 
Fane, they may be apt enough, when among real 
Maſons, to tip a Sign by way of Decoy. pon 
this, ſome Brother anſwers with another (for it 
ſeems they have many of them) and perhaps beck- 
ons the Stranger afide, giving him his Hand, in 
order to receive alſo the Token or Gripe, as well as 
the Sign. If the Stranger is likewiſe right in that, 
then the Brother, to try him farther, ſays, yon 
are what you would be taken for, give me a Word. 
The Stranger (many of whom have picked up e- 
ven more than all that) uſually replies, artfully e- 
nouzh, Give me one, and 1 will give you another. 
Then ſays the Maſon, Ne, but I will Letter it 
with You. So as above. | 
But notwithſtanding theſe and all other Diſco- 
veries, that have been hitherto made of the A e- 
ries of Maſonry; yet it is ftill averr'd by 'em, that 
one Way excepted, there is no Poſſibility that 
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And theſe are the chief Signs and 
Tokens whereby the True Brethren 
mutually know each other, 


their whole and entire Magazine of Secrets ſhou'd 
ever be divulged, Which is, for the Fraternity to 
have a general Meeting for that very Purpoſe, and 
unanimouſly concur in penning down what is 
known among them; otherwile (ſay they) the 
Thing is utterly impracticable, no one being ever 
yet found who was able, without being prompted, 
to anſwer even to a moderate Part of their Cate- 
chiſm ; which, by the Way ſhould prompt them 
to be more perfect in their Laſons and not ſuffer 
Themſelves to be outſtript by Children z however, 
notwithſtanding their boaſted Aſſurances, their o- 
ther darling Secrets may probably ſtill be ſhortly 
revealed, their Mica Emblems explain'd to as 
mean Capacities as 2warles's, and all their hidden 
Works of Darkneſs in due Time ſee the Light, 


The 


with them. The Pope 


22 Magonky farther 


rbb ET: 


The Free Maſons Reception in Foreign 
| Parts. | 


From Paris, March 10. 1737. 
HE ſudden Encreaſe of the Society of 
1 Free Maſin in F, ance, has given ſuch 


| Offence, that the King forbid their Meet- 


ing at any of their Lodges ; nor would the 
States of Hoi and ſuffer them. 


From Reme, July 18. 1730. 

The Society of Free Maſont, lately de- 
tected at Plorence, makes a great Noiſe: 
They pals there for Qietiſis; but here it 
is ſaid they are of the Epicurran Sect, and 
that there are no Laws too ſevere to deal 
ſent the Father. In- 
quiſitor of that Office, Poſt to Florence, in 
Order to proſecute them, at the Requeſt of 


the Great Duke of Tuſcany, who was abſo- 


lutely reſolv'd to extirpate the whole Set. 
As lis Highneſs is fiice dead, and the 
Duke of Lorrain, wh» was made a Free 
Maſon, in England, #s to ſucceed, this Proje- 
cution may not go far. | 


DISSECTED. 23 


The Free Maſons Htolbogy. 


4 1 As it was Publiſbed at Paris, in March, 1737. 
bs | HAT the Viet the Free Ma- 
1 | {ons propoſe to themſelves are 
Ache moſt pure and inoffenſive, and tend 
only to promote ſuch Qualities in them 
: [ Jas may form good Citizens, and zea- 


d MWous Subjects; faithful to their Prince, 
al Fto their Country, and to their Friends: 
That the Name of Free Maſon is far 
f G from being an inſignificant Title: 
That the Duty it preſcribes to thoſe 
chat bear it, is to endeavour to ere 
e i Temples for Virtue, and Dungeons 
1 for Vice: That he is by no Means a- 
fraid of violating the Secret impoſed 


upon 


9 
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24 MasoxRT farther 
upon them in publiſhing, That their 
principal Deſign is to reſtore to the 
Earth the Reign of Afra, and revive 
the Time of Rhea. He aſſures the 
Fair, that the whole Brotherhood is 
full of Reſpect and Veneration for 
them; but that theſe Sentiments are 
not exempt from Fear; and that Fear p 
obliges the Free Maſons to exclude the 
Sex from their Aſſemblies: which he 
concludes, ought not to provoke the 
Indignation of thoſe who are the Ob- 
jects of it: To prevent ſuch an Effect, h 
they need only recollect from whom 
Adam receiv'd the Apple: Sad Pre- 
ſent ! Since had it not been for that 
fatal Apple, Adam would have re- 
mained the firſt Free Maſon. , 


The 
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FREE MASONS a dangerous Society. 
| From the CRAFT TSUAN, April 16, 1737. 


DISSEC TED. 


N Mr. Danvers, : 
'F Mongſt all the various Inſtances of 
F our Advantages oyer other Nations 


in Point of Liberty, there is one fo very re- 


; markable, that it deſerves your moſt ſerious 
7 Conſideration ; I mean the Toleration of 
that myſterious Society call'd Free Ma- 
ons, who have been lately ſuppreſs'd not 
only in France, but in Hhlland, as a dange- 
rous Race of Men; (See p. 22.) whereas 
here they are permitted to hold their 
private Meetings in every Part of the Town, 
and even to appear in Publick Proceſſion 
with the Enſigns of their Order. 

Indeed, I have often wonder'd that they 
have not been laid under ſome Reſtraints 
even in England; for tho' our preſent mo/# 
excellent Mini/ters have always preſerved a 
lacred Regard to Liberty, I think no Go- 
vernment ought to ſuffer ſuch clandeſtine 
Aſſemblies, where Plots againſt the State 
may be carried on, under the Pretence of a 


Brotherly Love and good Fellowſhip. 
D The 
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The Al of Toleration does not allow of 
private Convent icles, even in Caſes of Conſci- 
ence, but injoins that all Places of divine 
Hor ſhip, ſhall be not only licenſed, but pub- 
lick. Shall more Indulgence be granted to 
his incomprebenſible Fraternity, who do not 
pretend, as far as I ever heard, to plead 
Conſcience, or any publick Emolument ire 
their Behalf? | 775 

They derive their Original, as I am in- 
form'd, from the Building of Babel, which 
every Body knows was an audacious At- 
tempt againſt Heaven; inſomuch that God 
himſelf thought fit to defeat their Deſign 
by the Confufion of Tongues, that ſuch 
impious Offenders might not underſtand 
one another. But, ou the contrary, our 
modern Maſons pretend to an uni verſal, dumb 
Language, by which People of all Nations 
upon the Face of the Earth, who are initia- 
ted into their Myſteries, can eaſily con er e 
together, by the Help of certain Signs, 
known only to themſelves. | 

It is likewiſe ſaid that by the ſame Signs 

they can oblige any of their Brethren to 
leave off their Work, and follow them 
wherever they pleaſe; a Power which _ 
be ſome Time or other turned to a yery ill 
Uſe. F 


Res I © 


— 


h 
d 
Ir 
þ 


MN ect © £5 % 3-2 
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The Concord and Unanimity, which reigns 
ſo remarkably amongſt them, is very ſur- 
Iprizing; for though they are compoſed of 
all Nations, Parties and Religions, We are 
told that there hath not happened the leaſt 
parrel or Diſturbance in any of their Af- 
ſemblies. 
That impenetrable Secrecy, for which 
Ithey are fo famous, is likewiſe Matter of 
Juſt Suipicion, and ſeems to indicate that 
there is ſomething in their nofFurnal Rites 
and Ceremonies, which they are afraid of 
having diſcovered. 
For this Reaſon, they not only lock 
hemſelves into the Room, where they 
meet, and ſuffer none to wait upon them, 
except Brethren; but upon all. extraordi- 
Pary Occaſions, a Centine/ is placed at the 
Putſide of the Door, with a drawn Sword in 
his Hand, to prevent all Diſcoveries. 
This is not the only Mark of their being 
1 military Order; for it is very obſervable 
What they give their chief Officer the Title 
ef GranD-MasTer ; in Imitation, I pre- 
ume, of the K-ights of Malta; nay, he 
path a Sword of State carried before him, 
lmoſt as large, and richly ornamented as 
I hat of his Majeſty. This Sword was pre- 
D 2 ſented 
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ſented to them, as I am inform'd by a great J 
Roman Catholick Peer. — With what View 


T ſhall not take upon me poſitively to de- | 


termine. 


There ſeems likewiſe to be ſomething : 


emblematical in the Gloves and Aprons ; 4 
G'ove is only another Word for a Gauntlet, 


which is a Piece of Armour for the Hands. 


An Apro, indeed, is a proper Badge of 
Maſonry, in the literal Senfe ; but it is like- 
wiſe a Term in Gunnery for a flat Piece of 
Lead to cover the Touch-hole of a Cannon, | 
when it is loaded; and I leave my Superior: 

to judge whether it may not be made Uſe 


of by our Free Maſent to typify ſomething * 


like it. | 


It farther deſerves Notice how artfully \ 
Go have diſperſed themſelves, in different 


es through all Parts of the Kingdom 


and particularly in this great Metropolis ; 


ae if it were on Purpoſe to beat up for Vo- 


tunteers, in which they not only admit 
Turks, Fews, Infidels, but even Jacobites, 


Te 


W hes and Paftifs themſelves. 


hey keep their Proceedings fo very pri- * 
vate, that it is impoſſible to guels what 
Seal of Seerecy they have invented, which F 
15 able to tie up the Mouths of ſuch leit. J 
be | | * ruaes; N 
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tudes, whom the moſt ſolemn Oaths could 
not bind, upon any other Occaſion. 

I - iſh it may not be ſomewhat like ha 
horrid Obligation, which Catiline admini- 
ſer'd to his Fellw- Conſpira ors. 

Upon the Whole, it myferious Society 
hath too much the Air of an Inquifition, 
where every Thing is tranſacted in the 
Dark. 

It may be ſaid, that a /earned and worthy 
Divine o/ the Church of Eng and, hath long 
ago publiſh'd the [nffirutin of the F, ee Ma- 

ons, which contain nothing but what is 
perfectly innocent, and prove them to be 
rather a whimfiral than a dangerous and 


formidable Set. But I muſt obſerve that 


this Bock ſeems deſign'd rather to ame 
yn _ the won for a et ts — 
uppoſed that he would reveal thoſe boaffe 
MReries, in which the very Eſſence of x the 
Society conlifts, | | 
But the moſt material Argument is, that 
there are ſo many of the Nod:/ity, Gentry, 
and even the Clergy, of the moſt undoubted 
Affection to his Majeſty's Perſon, Family, 
and Government, in this Society ; that as it 
will be impoſſible to carry on any wicked 
Deſigns againſt him without their Know- 
ledge, 


zo Maso nRY farther 


ledge, fo it cannot be ſuppoſed that they 
will concur in them, or conceal them. But, 
with all due Deference to theſe Hon, and Rev, 
Perſons, | beg Leave to give my Opinion, 
that this Argument is very fallacious, and 
upon which we can have no ſure Depen- 
dance; for Iapprehend the Obligation, which 


the Free Maſons take to be of ſuch a Nature, 


that the bl Conſpiracies, or Machinations, 
will not allow them to. break through it. 
Beſides, how can we be ſure that tho/e Per- 


let into all their Myſteries? They make no 
Scruple to acknowledge that there is a Di- 
ſtinction between Prentices and Maſter-Ma- 
ſons z and who knows whether they may not 
have an higher Order of Caba//fts, who 
keep the grand Secret of all entirely ta 
themſelves | 


It may be ask'd, perhaps, in what Plots, 


or i Defigns of any Sort, they have been 
engag'd ſince the firſt Foundation of their 
Sociely? This Queſtion is not eaſily anſwer- 
ed; be their Principles and Actions are ſo 
unfathomable, that nobody can ſay with 


Certainty, in what they are concern'd, or 


not concern'd ; but I cannot help thinking 
them at the Bottom of one Afair, I mean 


the 


ee. 


55 fons, who are known to be ve // affected, are 


2 


3 


ed and executed with ſo much Unanim/y and 
® Secrecy, that none but a Mob of Free Maſons 
could be guilty of it, without the Diſcovery 
Jof one Perſon in ſo numerous a Multitude as 
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che late Tumult at Edinburgh, and the Murs 
der of Captain Port-ous z which was concert- 


were concern'd in the Perpetration of that 
atrocious Fatt. | 

I am glad to hear that a La is likely to 

e Nature of the B/ack-A#, for pre- 

enting ſuch Riots, for the future, by trying 

e Authors of them in England; for if the 


Scots will not find one another guilty, there 
all the Reaſon in the World they ſhould 
1 'd by an impartial Fury, who know 
Pothing o Them, or their Cbaracters; and I 
Y zope to ſee the Free Maſons included in the 
ne Bill; for they may be properly ſaid 
tc 7 in Diſguiſe. 
| know 40% Men are generally look d up- 
n, in England, as a Parcel of idle People, 
ho meet together only to make merry, and 
lay ſome ridiculous Pranks ; but it is very 
lain that the wiſe Government of France 
nd Holland look upon them in a yery dif- 
rent Light; and I humbly hope to ſee my 
wn Country follow the . of the /aft- 
r, at leaſt, by ſupprefling ſuch dangerous 
emblies. | But 
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: Means are ſo very hard to be found. - 1 am 
l ſore, it was — more acceptable to the Ge- 
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ble Government, J have an Alters 2 

native to offer; which is to lay 4 double Ta 

upon all Free Maſons, as there hach EY ) 
many Veats ppon the Papi. 

I flattern myſelf chat this Scheme Will nor 


ums of oney are wanted, and Hays and 


nion 
2 the Free N. ſens, and are incapable of bes 
ing admitted into that Order, they will ne- 
ver complain ęf any; Tax being laid 
keepin: & Becret, . ch 2 are wle on 
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